weekend away
JULY 22-24 | 2022

SITE MAP
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NAME:

WELCOME
We are so glad to have you here with us for Weekend Away 2022!
We have been praying that this weekend will be one where we
deepen our understanding and love of who God is, as well as our
love for one another. We know that God will be at work and we are
so excited to see how he uses this time to shape and grow each of
us.
If you need anything at all over the weekend, please speak with
one of the coordinators. They will be wearing a red lanyard!
~ Grace City Team

PROGRAM

SAT FRI
SUN

7.00pm
8.00pm
9.30pm

Arrival + Welcome
Night Activity: Nailed It
Chill

Auditorium

7.00am
7.30am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.15pm
1.30pm
4.00pm
4.30pm
6.00pm
7.00pm
8.00pm
9.30pm

Personal Bible Time (Optional)
Breakfast
Dining Hall
Session 1
Waratah Meeting Room
Morning Tea
Waratah Meeting Room
Discussion Group 1
Lunch
Dining Room
Group Photo
Free Time
Afternoon Tea
Waratah Meeting Room
Session 2
Waratah Meeting Room
Dinner
Dining Hall
Free Time
Night Activity: Game Show
Auditorium
Chill

7.00am
7.30am
9.00am
11.00am
11.30am
12.30pm
1.15pm
2.45pm
3.30pm

Personal Bible Time (Optional)
Breakfast
Dining Hall
Session 3
Waratah Meeting Room
Morning Tea
Waratah Meeting Room
Discussion Group 2
Lunch
Dining Hall
Session 4
Waratah Meeting Room
Pack Up
Back to Sydney!

Auditorium

CITY KIDS AND YOUTH
City Creche (Ages 0-2)
City Tots (Ages 3-5)
City Cubs & Youth (School years K-9)

Waratah Lounge
Acacia Building
Acacia Building

Morning sessions will have a similar structure to Sunday morning
which includes bible stories, singing, memory verse, craft and
free play. Afternoon sessions will be less structured with free
play, craft, outdoor play equipment and movie time.
In line with the adult series, each program is also doing some
exploration of the Trinity. Our City Kids & Youth will share what
they learned with the adult congregation during a session on
Sunday.
Organisation
Children should bring a drink bottle to each session.
Children should wear a warm jacket or jumper for
afternoon sessions in case of outdoor play.
Younger children should go to the toilet before each
session.
A simple snack will be provided at each session such as fruit
and rice crackers.
Parents are asked to keep an eye on their phone in case
they are needed during a session.
Children with flu-like symptoms should have a negative RAT
or PCR test before attending a session.
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CITY KIDS AND YOUTH
Curriculum
All adults are encouraged to talk to the children about what they
are learning across the weekend. Below is an overview.
Session

Creche

Tots

Cubs & Youth

Session 1

Matthew 8:1-4
Jesus made the
sick man well.

2 Timothy 3:1417
How does God
speak to me?

Psalm 139
God knows us completely
and is always with us.

Discussion
Group 1

Luke 15:11-32
Jesus made the
blind man see.

Luke 11:1-13
How do I speak
to God?

Psalm 8
God made people
like him and to rule this
world under him.

Session 2

Free Play

Free Play

Free Play

Session 3

Mark 10:46-52
Jesus made the
lame man walk.

1 Peter 3:18
How can I be
friends with God?

Psalm 2
When Jesus died on the
cross, sin was paid for,
death was defeated and
Satan lost.

Discussion
Group 2

Luke 5:17-26
Jesus made the
deaf man hear.

Matthew 6:25-34
How does God
want me to live?
Trusting God.

Psalm 22
Jesus was willing to be
rejected by his Father so
that his Father would not
reject us.

Session 4

Free Play

Free Play

Free Play
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BOOKSTALL
Don't forget to check out our bookstall! It will be set up in the Waratah
Session Hall all weekend and you can browse at any time.
PURCHASING TIMES
Saturday Morning Tea (11-11.30am)
Saturday Afternoon Tea (4-4.30pm)
Sunday Morning Tea (11-11.30am)
EFTPOS ONLY (no cash)

FREE TIME ACTIVITIES
There are loads of ways to spend your free time whilst on Weekend
Away, but if you are looking for inspiration, here are a few suggestions:
National Park Walk
Bald Hill Lookout
Coffee at Stanwell Park
Basketball, Volleyball, Tennis (courts booked 2-4pm on Saturday)
Find Alix Vanny for more suggestions or to join a group during free
time!
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SESSION

ONE

SESSION 1:
1. THE MOUNTEBANKS’
ABRACADABRA
Rivers of medieval ink, not to mention blood, have been squandered
over the “mystery” of the Trinity, and in suppressing deviations such
as the Arian heresy. Arius of Alexandria, in the fourth century AD,
denied that Jesus was consubstantial (i.e. of the same substance or
essence) with God. What on earth could that possibly mean, you are
probably asking? Substance? What “substance”? What exactly do you
mean by “essence”? “Very little” seems the only reasonable reply.
(Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 54)

Ridicule is the only weapon which can be used against unintelligible
propositions. Ideas must be distinct before reason can act upon
them; and no man ever had a distinct idea of the trinity. It is the
mere Abracadabra of the mountebanks calling themselves the
priests of Jesus.
(Thomas Jefferson, Letter to Francis Adrian Van der Kemp [1816])
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
2. WHY IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE
TRINITY IMPORTANT?
The past is a foreign country; they do things differently there.
(L. P. Hartley, The Go- Between [1953])

2.1 FOR YOUR SALVATION
Whoever desires to be saved should above all hold to the catholic
[universal] faith. Anyone who does not keep it whole and unbroken
will doubtless perish eternally.
Now this is the catholic [universal] faith:
That we worship one God in trinity and the trinity in unity, neither
blending their persons nor dividing their essence. For the person of
the Father is a distinct person, the person of the Son is another, and
that of the Holy Spirit still another. But the divinity of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit is one, their glory equal, their majesty coeternal.
(Athanasian Creed / Quicumque Vult [~5th century AD])
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SESSION 1:
2.1 FOR YOUR SALVATION (continued)
1 Corinthians 15:3: For I delivered to you as of first importance
what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance
with the Scriptures.

Luke 5:20–21: Jesus said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” The
Pharisees and the teachers of the law began thinking to
themselves, [...] “Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
2.2 FOR YOUR FAITH
I. Of Faith in the Holy Trinity.
There is but one living and true God, everlasting, without body, parts,
or passions; of infinite power, wisdom, and goodness; the Maker, and
Preserver of all things both visible and invisible. And in unity of this
Godhead there be three Persons, of one substance, power, and
eternity; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
(Thirty-nine Articles [1571])

What makes Christianity absolutely distinct is the identity of our God.
Which God we worship: that is the article of faith that stands before
all others. The bedrock of our faith is nothing less than God himself,
and every aspect of the gospel—creation, revelation, salvation—is
only Christian insofar as it is the creation, revelation and salvation of
this God, the triune God.
(Michael Reeves, Delighting in the Trinity, 15–16)
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SESSION 1:
2.2 FOR YOUR FAITH (continued)

2.3 FOR YOUR WORSHIP
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
3. WHAT IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE
TRINITY?
3.1 IN A SENTENCE...
The doctrine of the trinity is to know, love and worship God as
Father, Son and Holy Spirit

When I say God, I mean Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
(Gregory of Nazianzus, Oration 38 [4th century AD])
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SESSION 1:
3.2 LEARNING TO SAY THREE THINGS
I. The doctrine of the Trinity affirms the existence of one God

II. The doctrine of the Trinity identifies the Father, Son and Holy Spirit with
the one God

III. The doctrine of the Trinity distinguishes the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
by the relations between them

3.3 THE PROBLEM WITH DIAGRAMS
Though I have examined the question in private so busily and so often,
searching from all points of view for an illustration of this profound matter,
I have failed to find anything in this world with which I might compare the
divine nature.
(Gregory of Nazianzus, Oration 31 [4th century AD])
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
4. WHAT IS NOT THE DOCTRINE OF
THE TRINITY?
4.1 TWO PRECIPICES
As in all theology, we are on a knife edge, or, we might say, a narrow path
with precipices on each side. On one side, we deny the unity of God, and
make it appear that there are three gods; on the other, we cause the
distinctions of the three to disappear into some underlying
undifferentiated deity.
(Colin Gunton, Father, Son and Holy Spirit: Toward a Fully Trinitarian
Theology, 79)
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SESSION 1:
4.2 MERE MONOTHEISM
Despite their orthodox confession of the Trinity, Christians are, in their
practical life, almost mere “monotheists.” We must be willing to admit that,
should the doctrine of the Trinity have to be dropped as false, the major
part of religious literature could well remain virtually unchanged.
(Karl Rahner, The Trinity, 10–11)

4.3 TRITHEISM
In the West in more recent times, a social model of the Trinity has come into
prominence, bringing into sharp focus the distinctiveness of the three.
When this is so, there is often a noticeably loose, almost tritheisticsounding tendency. The Trinity is frequently compared to a human family
or to three coequals engaged in a dance around one another.
(Robert Letham, The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology and
Worship, 2nd ed., xxix)
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
4.3 TRITHEISM (continued)
In Christianity, God is not a static thing—not even a person—but a dynamic,
pulsating activity, a life, almost a kind of drama. Almost, if you will not
think me irreverent, a kind of dance.
(C. S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, 175)

Each person of the Trinity loves, adores, defers to and rejoices in the others.
That creates a dynamic, pulsating dance of joy and love [...] Ultimate
reality is a community of persons who know and love one another.
(Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Scepticism, 215–
16)

Notice what word social trinitarians [...] use to define the Trinity:
community. The Trinity is a community or society, a cooperation of divine
persons, each with his own centre of consciousness and will. [...] If they are
three separate subjects can they really be one God?
(Matthew Barrett, Simply Trinity: The Unmanipulated Father, Son and
Spirit, 79, 84)
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SESSION 1:
4.4 THE NARROW PATH
No sooner do I conceive of the one than I am illumined by the splendour of
the three; no sooner do I distinguish them than I am carried back to the
one.
(Gregory of Nazianzus, Oration 40 [4th century AD])
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
5. HOW DID WE FORGET THE TRINITY?
5.1 A CLEAR AND CONSISTENT TRADITION

5.2 A BLANK STARE
Many evangelical churches and pastors know they are supposed to affirm
the Trinity, and so they do. But if they’re being honest, they have no idea
why other than to say, “The Bible says so somewhere, right?”—though
they’re not sure what verse that might be. Ask them to articulate that same
Trinity according to biblical orthodoxy, and they will return a blank stare.
You may be giving me one right now.
(Matthew Barrett, Simply Trinity: The Unmanipulated Father, Son and
Spirit, 21)
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SESSION 1:
6. THREE CHALLENGES AGAINST THE
DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY
6.1 FIRST CHALLENGE: IT’S NOT IN THE BIBLE
Dogma [doctrine] in its conception and development is a work of the Greek
Spirit on the soil of the Gospel.
(Adolf von Harnack, History of Dogma, 1:17 [1886])
I wish [these terms] were buried, if only among all men this faith were
agreed on: that Father and Son and Spirit are one God, yet the Son is not
the Father, nor the Spirit the Son, but that they are differentiated by a
peculiar quality. Really, I am not, indeed, such a stickler as to battle
doggedly over mere words.
(John Calvin, The Institutes of the Christian Religion, 1:126 [1559])

6.2 BEWARE BIBLICISM!
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
6.3 SECOND CHALLENGE: IT’S NOT COHERENT
I think, therefore I am.
(René Descartes, A Discourse on the Method of Correctly Conducting One’s
Reason and Seeking Truth in the Sciences, 28 [1637])

6.4 BEWARE MYSTICISM!
Ephesians 3:4–5: In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my
insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made known to people
in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s
holy apostles and prophets.
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SESSION 1:
6.5 THIRD CHALLENGE: IT’S NOT PRACTICAL
The doctrine of the Trinity, taken literally, has no practical relevance at all,
even if we think we understand it.
(Immanuel Kant, Religion and Rational Theology, 264 [1798])

The main pivots of the ecclesiastical [Christian] doctrine [...] are
independent of the doctrine of the Trinity.
(Friedrich Schleiermacher, The Christian Faith, 741 [1830])

6.6 BEWARE CONSUMERISM
Learning to praise the Trinity does not derive its importance or usefulness
from its ability to serve other enterprises. Learning to know the triune God,
to receive the triune God, to rejoice in the triune God—and learning to help
others do the same—is an end in itself, because the triune God is the
ultimate end of all things.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 22)
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THE CHALLENGE OF THE TRINITY
7. SETTING SAIL
In no other subject is error more dangerous, or inquiry more laborious, or
the discovery of truth more profitable.
(Augustine of Hippo, On the Trinity, 1.5 [~4th century AD])
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DISCUSSION
GROUP
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SESSION

TWO

SESSION 2:
1. SETTING EXPECTATIONS
1.1 WHAT SHOULD WE EXPECT TO FIND IN THE BIBLE?
The doctrine of the Trinity is given to us in Scripture, not in formulated
definition, but in fragmentary allusions; when we assembled the disjecta
membra [scattered parts] into their organic unity, we are not passing from
Scripture, but entering more thoroughly into the meaning of Scripture.
(B. B. Warfield, “The Biblical Doctrine of the Trinity,” in Biblical and
Theological Studies, 22)
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
1.2 WHAT SHOULD WE EXPECT TO FIND IN THE OLD
TESTAMENT?
The Old Testament conveys only an inexplicit indication of God’s trinitarian
existence: it is the first part of the record of the gradually unfolding
doctrine of the Trinity. Still, the Old Testament contains—not just in a few
isolated texts but especially in the organism of its revelation as a whole—
components that are of the highest significance for the doctrine of the
Trinity.
(Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Volume II: God and Creation, 261)

1.3 SPOILER ALERT
Matthew 28:19: Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
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SESSION 2:
2. OLD TESTAMENT FOUNDATIONS
2.1 THE ANCIENT ISRAELITE WORLDVIEW
Isaiah 44:6–8: Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer,
the LORD of hosts: “I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no
god. Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. [...] Is there a God besides me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.”

Genesis 1:1: In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.

The most fundamental affirmation of Genesis 1 is that God created all
things, including humans. God is Creator and we are creatures. The
Creator-creature distinction seems obvious but is often forgotten to our
great detriment.
(Tremper Longman III, Genesis, 38)
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
2.1 THE ANCIENT ISRAELITE WORLDVIEW (continued)
In regard to the very nature of the creator, all societies of the ancient Near
East, save the Hebrews, were polytheists. The gods themselves were
immanent, that is, personified in various powers and elements of the
universe. These gods were not omnipotent but were restricted in power to
the capacity of the natural elements they personified.
(John Currid, Against the Gods: The Polemical Theology of the Old
Testament, 40)
From his [Qingu's] blood he [Ea] created mankind, on whom he imposed
the service of the gods, and set the gods free.
(Enuma Elish, Tablet VI, Lines 33–34 [~18th/~12th century BC])
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SESSION 2:
2.2 THE SPIRIT AND WORD
Genesis 1:1-3: In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2
Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of
the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 3 And God
said, Let there be light," and there was light.

Psalm 33:6: By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, their starry
host by the breath [Spirit] of his mouth.
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
2.3 GOD’S SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Genesis 2:7: The LORD God formed a man from the dust of the ground
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a
living being.

(Herman Bavinck, Reformed Dogmatics, Volume II: God and Creation, 263)
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SESSION 2:
2.3 GOD’S SPIRIT IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (continued)
1 Samuel 11:6: When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God came
powerfully upon him, and he burned with anger.
1 Samuel 16:14: Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Saul.

Joel 2:28–29: And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my
Spirit on all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see visions.
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
2.4 GOD’S WORD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Isaiah 55:10–11: For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven
and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word
be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing
for which I sent it.

The transcendent God here [Isaiah 55:10–11] describes his word as the
means by which he acts in the world. The language about God’s “word”
seems to be a way of speaking of God’s active presence in the world.
(Timothy Ward, Words of Life: Scripture as the Living and Active Word of
God, 24–25)
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SESSION 2:
2.4 GOD’S WORD IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (continued)

2.5 GOD’S SON IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
Psalm 2:2–7: The kings of the earth rise up and the rulers band together
against the LORD and against his anointed. [...] The One enthroned in
heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them [...] saying, “I have installed my
king on Zion, my holy mountain.” [...] He said to me, “You are my son;
today I have become your father.
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
2.5 GOD’S SON IN THE OLD TESTAMENT (continued)
Isaiah 7:14: The Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive
and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel [God with us].

Isaiah 9:6: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
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SESSION 2:
3. THE NEW TESTAMENT: THE FATHER
3.1 ONLY ONE GOD
1 Corinthians 8:4–6: Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we
know that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but
one.” 5 To be sure, although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on
earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6 for us there
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things, and one Lord, Jesus
Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

3.2 GOD THE FATHER
Matthew 11:27: No one knows the Father except the Son and those to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

The work which the Lord came to do was not to enable you to recognise the
omnipotence of God as Creator of all things, but to enable you to know Him
as the Father of that Son Who addresses you. […] The end and aim of the
revelation of the Son is that you should know the Father. […] Remember
that the revelation is not of the Father manifested as God, but of God
manifested as the Father.
(Hilary of Poitiers, On the Trinity, III.22 [4th century AD])

37

THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
3.2 GOD THE FATHER (continued)
We maintain that in the New Testament ho theos [God], signifies the First
Person of the Trinity […] and this applies to every case in which another
meaning of ho theos does not become clearly evident from the context.
(Karl Rahner, “Theos in the New Testament,” in Theological
Investigations, 126–27)

3.3 MORE THAN FATHERLY
Ephesians 3:14–15: For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from
whom every family [fatherhood] in heaven and on earth is named.
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SESSION 2:
3.3 MORE THAN FATHERLY (continued)
There is only one true Father. The frail and fallen men we call by that name
are only echoes and shadows of him. Only God shows us true fatherhood.
[…] If our experience of human fatherhood has been disappointing or
painful, the very good news is that there is another and better Father to
whom we can turn. God is not like our father—he is the true Father our
fathers failed to be.
(Andrew Moody, In Light of the Son: Seeing Everything Through the
Father’s Love for the Son, 50)
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
4. THE NEW TESTAMENT: JESUS CHRIST
4.1 THE DIVINITY OF JESUS
4.1.a DIVINE FULFILMENT
Isaiah 40:3: A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”
John 1:23: [John] said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.”

4.1.b DIVINE ACTION
Mark 4:41: They were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who
then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”
Luke 5:20–21: Jesus said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven.” The Pharisees
and the teachers of the law began thinking to themselves, […] “Who can
forgive sins but God alone?”
1 Corinthians 8:6: For us there is [...] one Lord, Jesus Christ, through
whom are all things and through whom we exist.
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SESSION 2:
4.1 THE DIVINITY OF JESUS (continued)
4.1.c DIVINE RESPONSE
John 14:1: Believe in God; believe also in me.
John 9:38: [The blind man] said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped
him.

4.1.d DIVINE TITLES

Luke 5:8: He [Peter] fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for
I am a sinful man, O Lord.”

John 8:58: Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham
was, I am.”

John 20:28: Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!”
See also John 1:1, 18; Romans 9:5; 1 Timothy 3:15–16; Titus 2:13; Hebrews
1:8–9; 2 Peter 1:1; 1 John 5:20

41

THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
4.2 JESUS AS THE WORD
John 1:1–3: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made.
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SESSION 2:
4.3 JESUS AS THE SON
John 1:14: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth.

John 17:24: “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I
am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me
before the creation of the world.”

Colossians 1:15: The Son is the image of the invisible God. The Son is the
image of the invisible God.
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
4.3 JESUS AS THE SON (continued)

We are tempted to ask, which is it? Is the relation between the first and
second persons of the Trinity more like a relation between two distinct
agents (i.e., a father and a son) or more like a relation that is internal to
one agent (i.e., a man and his own wisdom)? The answer is both and
neither. […] While social analogies highlight the real personal distinction
that exists between the first and second persons of the Trinity,
psychological analogies highlight their indivisible and inseparable
oneness.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 80)
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SESSION 2
5. THE NEW TESTAMENT: THE SPIRIT
5.1 THE DIVINITY OF THE SPIRIT

2 Corinthians 3:17: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is freedom.

Acts 5:3–4: Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart
that you have lied to the Holy Spirit? […] You have not lied just to human
beings but to God.”

Acts 8:29: The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
5.2 GOD AS THE SPIRIT
By the Spirit was he [Jesus] guided, directed, comforted, supported, in the
whole course of his ministry, temptations, obedience and sufferings.
(John Owen, Pneumatologia, II.2.4.6 [1676])

Luke 4:1: Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the
Spirit into the wilderness.

John 14:16–17: And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another
Helper, to be with you forever, even the Spirit of truth, whom the world
cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him,
for he dwells with you and will be in you.
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SESSION 2
5.2 GOD AS THE SPIRIT (continued)

John 15:26: But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear
witness about me.
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THE TRINITY AND THE BIBLE
6. THE TRINITY IS BIBLICAL
Matthew 28:19: Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

I. The doctrine of the Trinity affirms the existence of one God

II. The doctrine of the Trinity identifies the Father, Son and Holy Spirit
with the one God

III. The doctrine of the Trinity distinguishes the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit by the relations between them
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SESSION 2
NOTES

49

SESSION

THREE

SESSION 3:
1. WHAT EXACTLY DO YOU MEAN BY
“ESSENCE”?
[We believe in] one Lord Jesus Christ [...] of the same essence as the Father
[consubstantial].
(Council of Nicaea [325 AD])

Arius of Alexandria, in the fourth century AD, denied that Jesus was
consubstantial (i.e. of the same substance or essence) with God. What on
earth could that possibly mean, you are probably asking? Substance? What
“substance”? What exactly do you mean by “essence”? “Very little” seems
the only reasonable reply.
(Richard Dawkins, The God Delusion, 54)
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THE TRINITY AND THEOLOGY
2. NEW WORDS, SAME TRUTH
If we could speak of God only in the very terms themselves of Scripture, it
would follow that no one could speak about God in any but the original
language of the Old or New Testament. The urgency of confuting heretics
made it necessary to find new words to express the ancient faith about
God.
(Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiæ, 1.29.3 [13th century AD])
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SESSION 3:
3. WHAT ABOUT THE FIRST TWO
CENTURIES?
Amidst the diversity of earliest Christianity, belief in Jesus' divine status
was amazingly common. The “heresies” of earliest Christianity largely
presuppose the view that Jesus is divine. That is not the issue. The
problematic issue, in fact, was whether a genuinely human Jesus could be
accommodated.
(Larry Hurtado, Lord Jesus Christ, 650)

In the immediate sub-apostolic period, virtually every witness we have to
Christian devotional and confessional practice suggests that a threefold
naming of God was so normal as to be reflexively assumed.
(Stephen Holmes, The Quest for the Trinity: The Doctrine of God in
Scripture, History and Modernity, 56)
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THE TRINITY AND THEOLOGY
4. ARIANISM AND THE UNITY OF
ESSENCE
4.1 INTRODUCING ARIUS
God was not always a Father. Once God was alone, and not yet a Father,
but afterwards he became a Father. The Son was not always, he come from
nothing. He is not the very [true] God. Though he is called God, yet he is not
very [truly] God, but by participation of grace, he, as others is God only in
name. The Son, like all other created things, is unlike the Father and is
alien to the Father's essence.
(Arius of Alexandria, Thalia [3rd century AD])

Proverbs 8:22–23: “The LORD brought me [Wisdom] forth as the first of
his works, before his deeds of old; I was formed long ages ago, at the very
beginning, when the world came to be.”
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4.2 UNITY OF ESSENCE
1 Corinthians 8:6: For us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all
things [...] and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things.

If all things are through Him, He Himself is not to be reckoned with that
“all.” For He who dares to call Him, through whom are all things, one of
that “all,” surely will have like speculations concerning God, from whom
are all. [...] Such words may be used of the creatures, but as to the Son, he
is such as the Father is, of whose essence he is proper.
(Athanasius of Alexandria, Against the Arians, 1.19 [4th century AD])
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4.2 UNITY OF ESSENCE (continued)
[Athanasius’] positive statements about the divinity of the Son and Spirit
are […] apophatic [negative] statements insofar as they differentiate Son
and Spirit from the created order. They are primarily negations of
creatureliness as applied to Son and Spirit. [...] The Son is “proper to” the
Father, while all of creation is “external to” or “from outside” the Father.
(Khaled Anatolios, Athanasius: The Coherence of His Thought, 99, 102)

[We believe in] one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
(Council of Nicaea [325 AD])
56

SESSION 3:
4.3 UNITY OF ATTRIBUTES
1 John 1:5: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all.
1 John 4:8: Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love.
John 4:24: God is Spirit and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and
in truth.
Leviticus 11:44: Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am
holy.

[God admits] within himself no addition of any kind, so that he cannot be
believed to have within him a greater and a less […] lest the simplicity of
the divine nature should appear to be […] found composite and differing.
(Origen of Alexandria, De Principiis, 1.6 [3rd century AD])
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4.3 UNITY OF ATTRIBUTES (continued)
Exodus 3:14: God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.”

James 1:17: Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or
shadow due to change.

John 5:26: As the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son
also to have life in himself.

The Father is eternal, immortal, powerful, light, King, Sovereign, God, Lord,
Creator, and Maker. These attributes must be in the Image, to make it true
that he “that has seen” the Son “has seen the Father.”
(Athanasius of Alexandria, Against the Arians, 1.21 [4th century AD])
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4.4 UNITY OF ACTION
God’s transcendent oneness […] not only shapes our understanding of
God’s being; it also shapes our understanding of God’s works. Because of
divine simplicity, the external works of the triune God are not parceled out
among the persons, with each person perhaps doing his share to
contribute to a larger whole. The external works of the triune God are
indivisible. All of God’s works, from creation to consummation, are works of
the three persons enacting one divine power, ordered by one divine
wisdom, expressing one divine goodness, and manifesting one divine glory.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 58–59)

The Trinity works indivisibly in everything that God works.
(Augustine of Hippo, On the Trinity, 5.8 [~4th century AD])
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4.4 UNITY OF ACTION (continued)
John 5:17–19: Jesus said to them, “My Father is always at his work to this
very day, and I too am working.” 18 For this reason they tried all the more
to kill him; not only was he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling
God his own Father, making himself equal with God.
19 Jesus gave them this answer: “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do
nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing,
because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”

1 Corinthians 6:11: You were washed, you were sanctified, you were
justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
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5. MODALISM AND THE DISTINCTION
OF THE PERSONS
5.1 INTRODUCING MODALISM AND THE COMPLEXITY OF
ETERNITY
According to Modalism, the three persons of the Trinity have no real and
distinct existence apart from God's interaction with the world. The three
persons are merely different modes of God's interaction with the world,
divine emanations that come into existence to accomplish God's work in
the world and then cease to exist when God's work in the world is
completed.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 82–83)
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5.1 INTRODUCING MODALISM AND THE COMPLEXITY OF
ETERNITY (continued)

The historical manifestations of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit have
evangelical and theological significance only as they have a transhistorical
and transfinite reference beyond to an ultimate ground in God himself.
They cannot be Gospel if their reference breaks off at the finite boundaries
of this world of space and time, for as such they would be empty of divine
validity and saving significance. […] The historical manifestations of the
Trinity are Gospel, however, if they are grounded beyond history in the
eternal personal distinctions between the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit inherent in the Godhead. […] In the Gospel God does not just appear
to us to be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, for he really is Father, Son and Holy
Spirit in himself and reveals himself as such.
(T. F. Torrance, The Christian Doctrine of God: One Being Three Persons,
6–7)
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5.2 DISTINCTION OF RELATIONS
Jesus is not simply God in general, but the Son. The second divine person,
God’s Logos [Word], is man, and only he is man.
(Karl Rahner, The Trinity, 23)

John 16:28: I came from the Father and have come into the world.

John 5:26: As the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also
to have life in himself.

John 5:19: Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing. For
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.”

What distinguishes the Father from the Son is not what they have. What
distinguishes the Father from the Son is their distinct personal modes of
having what they have. The person of the Father has “life in himself” from
himself. The person of the Son has “life in himself” from the Father.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 118)
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5.2 DISTINCTION OF RELATIONS (continued)
[We believe in] one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, begotten from
the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made; of the same essence as the Father.
(Council of Nicaea [325 AD])

The Father is distinct from the Son […] inasmuch as He who begets is one,
and He who is begotten is another.
(Tertullian of Carthage, Against Praxeas, 9 [~3rd century AD])

John 15:26: When the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the
Father, the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear
witness about me.

John 16:15: All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will
take what is mine and declare it to you.
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5.3 DISTINCTION OF PERSONS
Distinction in God is only by relation of origin […] a divine person signifies
a relation as subsisting [existing].
(Thomas Aquinas, Summa Theologiæ, 1.29.4 [13th century AD])

“Person” as used in the Church doctrine of the Trinity bears no direct
relation to personality. The meaning of the doctrine is not, then, that there
are three personalities in God. […] In it we are speaking not of three divine
I’s, but thrice of the one divine I.
(Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, I/1, 351)

We say three persons, not in order to say that precisely, but in order not to
be reduced to silence.
(Augustine of Hippo, On the Trinity, 5.2.10 [~4th century AD])
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5.4 DISTINCTION IN ACTIONS
As God’s being is simple and indivisible, so his works are undivided and
inseparable. As three distinct persons eternally exist within God’s simple,
indivisible being, so there is a threefold order of operation within God's
undivided, inseparable works […] God’s external actions proceed from the
Father, through the Son, and in the Spirit.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 109–10)

1 Corinthians 8:6: For us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all
things […] and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things.
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5.4 DISTINCTION IN ACTIONS (continued)
Scripture specially identifies distinct persons of the Trinity with distinct
works of the Trinity because certain works more specially manifest certain
persons of the Trinity.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 111)
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6. THE TRINITY IS COHERENT

68

DISCUSSION
GROUP

69

SESSION

FOUR

SESSION 4:
1. TO HIM BE THE GLORY
Learning to praise the Trinity does not derive its importance or usefulness
from its ability to serve other enterprises. Learning to know the triune God,
to receive the triune God, to rejoice in the triune God—and learning to help
others do the same—is an end in itself, because the triune God is the
ultimate end of all things.
(Scott Swain, The Trinity: An Introduction, 22)

Romans 11:33–36: Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths
beyond tracing out! “Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has
been his counsellor?” “Who has ever given to God, that God should repay
them?” For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him
be the glory forever! Amen.
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2. THE TRINITY AND REVELATION
2.1 WHY THE TRINITY IS REVEALED
Psalm 19:1–2: The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim
the work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after
night they reveal knowledge.

Romans 1:20: For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities
—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being
understood from what has been made, so that people are without
excuse.
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2.1 WHY THE TRINITY IS REVEALED (continued)
Perhaps you recall how, when Hitler used to speak about God, he called
Him “the Almighty.” But it is not “the Almighty” who is God; we cannot
understand from the standpoint of a supreme concept of power, who God
is. And the man who calls “the Almighty” God misses God in the most
terrible way. [...] We could not better describe and define the Devil than by
trying to think this idea of self-based, free, sovereign ability.
(Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline, 48)

The heroes of the Iliad, favourites of the gods, golden and predatory, had
scorned the weak and downtrodden. So too, for all the honour that Julian
paid them, had philosophers. The starving deserved no sympathy. Beggars
were best rounded up and deported. Pity risked undermining a wise man’s
self-control. Only fellow citizens of good character who, through no fault of
their own, had fallen on evil days might conceivably merit assistance.
(Tom Holland, Dominion: The Making of the Western Mind, 139)
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2.1 WHY THE TRINITY IS REVEALED (continued)
John 17:24: “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I
am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved
me before the creation of the world.”

No one is properly said to have charity on the basis of his own private love
of himself. And so it is necessary for love to be directed toward another for
it to be charity. Therefore, where a plurality of persons is lacking, charity
cannot exist.
(Richard of St Victor, On the Trinity, 3.2 [12th century AD])
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2.1 WHY THE TRINITY IS REVEALED (continued)
1 John 4:8: Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.

Romans 5:8: But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

It is more pious and more accurate to signify God from the Son and call Him
Father, than to name Him from His Works only and call Him Unoriginate.
(Athanasius of Alexandria, Against the Arians, 1.34 [4th century AD])
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2.2 HOW THE TRINITY IS REVEALED
John 14:9: Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father.

It is God Himself [...] who according to the biblical understanding of
revelation is the revealing God and the event of revelation and its effect on
man. [...] God Himself [...] is Revealer, Revelation, and Revealedness.
(Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics, I/1, 295, 99)

1 Cor 12:3: No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

Romans 8:15: The Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you
live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your
adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”
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2.2 HOW THE TRINITY IS REVEALED (continued)
Revelation 5:13: “To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise
and honour and glory and power, for ever and ever!”

Revelation 4:2: At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne
in heaven with someone sitting on it.

The Holy Spirit’s distinctive new covenant role, then, is to fulfill what we
may call a floodlight ministry in relation to the Lord Jesus Christ. [...] It is as
if the Spirit stands behind us, throwing light over our shoulder on to Jesus
who stands facing us. The Spirit’s message to us is never, “Look at me;
listen to me; come to me; get to know me,” but always, “Look at him, and
see his glory; listen to him and hear his word; go to him and have life; get
to know him and taste his gift of joy and peace.”
(J. I. Packer, Keep in Step with the Spirit: Finding Fullness in Our Walk with
God, 57)
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3. THE TRINITY AND PRAYER
3.1 THE BIBLICAL EVIDENCE
Matthew 6:9: This, then, is how you should pray: “Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.”

Colossians 1:3: We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ, when we pray for you.

Acts 7:55–56, 59: But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.
“Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the
right hand of God.” [...] While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”

Revelation 22:20: He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming
soon.” Come, Lord Jesus!
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3.2 TO THE FATHER, THROUGH THE SON, AND IN THE SPIRIT
Romans 8:34: Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life
—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Romans 8:26–27: In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We
do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for
us through wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the
mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in
accordance with the will of God.

Galatians 4:6: God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
calls out, “Abba, Father.”

79

THE TRINITY AND LIFE
4. THE TRINITY AND IDENTITY
4.1 IDENTITY DYSPHORIA AND TWO MEN
1 Corinthians 15:21–22: For since death came through a man, the
resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in Adam all die,
so in Christ all will be made alive.

4.2 IN CHRIST
1 Corinthians 1:30: And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who
became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption.
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4.2 IN CHRIST (continued)
Union with Christ is [...] the central truth of the whole doctrine of salvation.
[...] It is not simply a phase of the application of redemption; it underlies
every aspect of redemption.
(John Murray, Redemption: Accomplished and Applied, 201, 205)

Romans 8:29–30: For those God foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers and sisters. And those he predestined, he also called;
those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
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4.2 IN CHRIST (continued)
[Adoption] is the highest privilege that the gospel offers. [...] To be right
with God the Judge [justification] is a great thing, but to be loved and
cared for by God the Father [adoption] is a greater. [...] If you want to judge
how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes
of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is
not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his
whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity
very well at all. [...] Our understanding of Christianity cannot be better than
our grasp of adoption.
(J. I. Packer, Knowing God, 201–202, 206–207)

John 15:9: “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.”
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5. THE TRINITY IS LIFE-TRANSFORMING
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NOTES
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THIS I BELIEVE
WHO YOU SAY I AM
LIVING HOPE
ONLY A HOLY GOD
BEFORE THE THRONE
GRACE ALONE
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD
THIS IS AMAZING GRACE
CLEAN + GOOD GRACE
CORNERSTONE + BEAUTIFUL
O PRAISE THE NAME
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